
S T U D E N T  L E A D E R S H I P  S U M M I T 

Since August 2014, St. Al’s has hosted a team of four FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students, www.focus.org) missionaries. These two young men and two 
young women have played an integral part in St. Al’s outreach and evangelization 
efforts and in the recent growth in overall participation. FOCUS uses a statement 
they call “The Main Thing” to summarize their work: Inviting college students into a 
growing relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church. Inspiring and equipping them 
for a lifetime of Christ-centered evangelization, discipleship, and friendship in which 
they lead others to do the same.
 
To accomplish this, along with the vibrant teams of missionaries (now 458 mission-
aries on 113 campuses nationwide), FOCUS runs two national conferences in alter-
nating years. Last year, St. Al’s took a group of over 50 to SEEK 2015 in Nashville 
where they joined nearly 10,000 other students! SEEK aims to motivate and engage 
students at any level of faith commitment.  
 
In contrast, the Student Leadership Summit (SLS), held in Dallas the first week of 
January this year, is aimed at hand-picked student leaders—more than 3,000 came! 
Our group included fourteen students, three seminarians, four FOCUS mission-
aries and two priests! Each day was full of intense training in evangelization for 
everyone in the group, along with dedicated time every afternoon for the students 
to teach each other what they had learned in their morning sessions. The method is 
designed not just to teach the faith, but to teach teachers to teach! Along with this 
training were keynote speakers, very beautiful liturgies, a concert and plenty of op-
portunity to meet friends, new and old.
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“The biggest 
grace I received 
from SLS was 
the reminder 
that I am not 
alone in my 
faith; I have a 
universal Church 
which I can turn 
to at any time. I 
have felt cut off 
from the Body 
of Christ.But, 
traveling to SLS 
with 22 amaz-
ing Catholics 
reminded me 
that the Church 
is alive and well, 
and is never too 
far from me!” - 

ANDREW

ON THE BUS 
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MATT MAHER 
CONCERT
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Hello from the Keweenaw! 
The winter started slowly, but 
just recently, several feet of snow 
came down, and we’re up to 83” 
for Houghton County, and 99” for 
Keweenaw County. Winter Carni-
val is almost here!

Some weeks ago I was in an air-
port. As I went through the line at 
one of the food stands I noticed 
the worker seemed to be having 
a bad day. She was brusque with 
the woman ahead of me, and I 
was half-expecting to be treated 
poorly as I saw her look strangely 
at me.  

As she handed me my food she 
looked me straight in the eyes and 
said, “Will you pray for me?”  I told 
her that I certainly would, and as I 
walked away I was humbled and 
grateful. I have been praying for 
her ever since. That encounter re-
minds me of the value of wearing 
my Roman collar, but even more 
of how much we all need God! It’s 
true for the students here, it’s true 
for me, and for you! Please pray 
for us here at St. Al’s, and know 
that we’re praying for you!

I hope you enjoy this second at-
tempt at a St. Al’s newsletter. It is a 
beautiful thing to be able to share 
with your more of what the Lord 
is doing in and through the stu-
dents here. May it encourage you 
in your own journey of faith!

WHAT IS THE LIVING FAITH SOCIETY?

Setting up a recurring monthly online donation via checking account or credit 
card through the St. Al’s website (mtucatholic.org/give) makes you a member of 
the Living Faith Society. As a part of this Society you receive the Living Faith de-
votional each quarter along with a spiritual meditation on the ministry at St. Al’s 
from Fr. Ben.

WHY ARE RECURRING MONTHLY GIFTS BENEFICIAL?

Monthly recurring gifts help you by automating the process of making a gift so 
that you do not have to hassle with writing and mailing checks. Recurring month-
ly gifts provide a stable foundation for the day-to-day ministry at St. Al’s. We are 
funded primarily through the generosity of alumni, students, their parents, year-
round parishioners, and friends who believe in this ministry to bring the Gospel 
of Christ to the university community.

IS ONLINE GIVING SECURE?

Yes, when your card or account information is submitted through the St. Al’s web-
site it goes directly to the processor, BluePay, where it remains confidential and 
inaccessible. The transaction details are only accessible by the development direc-
tor through a secure, password-protected system.

WHEN WILL FUNDS BE WITHDRAWN? 

When you set up a monthly recurring payment 
on the St. Al’s website the form will ask for the 
“Date of First Charge.” The first donation will 
be processed on that day and subsequent do-
nations will be processed on that same day of 
the month, every month.

WHAT IF I NEED TO CHANGE MY 

MONTHLY GIVING?

The amount or day of the month for a recur-
ring monthly gift can be modified by contact-
ing our development director, Rhen Hoehn, at 
(906) 482-5530 or rhen@mtucatholic.org.

CONSIDER JOINING THE LIVING FAITH 
SOCIETY TODAY!

Visit www.mtucatholic.org/give

Stewardship Update
PA S T O R ’ S 
N O T E

Fr Ben
H A S S E



ST. AL'S SATURDAY SERVICE

Community service is an essential part of the Christian life, and this past fall a 
group of students at St. Al’s took the initiative to provide more regular service op-
portunities in the community. The result was the formation of “St. Al’s Saturday 
Service,” or SASS for short.

SASS is working toward providing weekly opportunities for students to volunteer 
and do community service. In the fall semester, the group helped with Habitat for 
Humanity, split wood for Little Brothers – Friends of the Elderly, and helped to 
put on a Christmas party for local families in need.  

One of the students involved, Carly Joseph, is a third year biomedical engineering 
student from Clarkston, MI. She helped organize wood splitting events with Little 
Brothers, which helps to offset the cost of heating in the winter for many of the lo-
cal elderly. Carly says, “Being involved with SASS this year has been a great expe-
rience so far, mainly because it's a very direct way to live out our Christian faith.”

This spring, with a foundation to the group in place and participation on the rise, 
SASS plans to help with more Habitat for Humanity projects and more splitting 
wood for Little Brothers. The group also plans to expand the ministry to include 
visiting the elderly and helping to host dinner events for local families in need. 

M I N I S T R Y  U P D AT E

When I first started in parish min-
istry I was coming from being 
a math teacher. As the Catholic 
Schools closed, I became part of 
an innovative religious education 
program. Instead of having a sin-
gle person to direct all of the faith 
formation, religious sisters took a 
grade level in which they had ex-
pertise and ministered to just that 
grade in the various area parishes. 
After having worked in several 
parishes simultaneously in this 
program, I was approached to go 
into parish ministry in one parish. 

I was told: “wherever there are 
people, be there!” This did not 
last long, as the people actually 
sought me out in this traditional 
parish ministry. Soon my sched-
ule became filled with coordinat-
ing liturgies, doing spiritual direc-
tion, visiting sick and shut-ins, and 
marriage preparation and coun-
seling. I left parish ministry to an-
swer a call to do full-time commu-
nity leadership. At the end of this 
I wanted to return to the UP, and 
came to St. Al’s. I soon discovered 
that not many of the students 
searched me out. I was convinced 
the advice I was given for parish 
ministry was what I needed here.

Now you can find me “hanging” 
around, just being present with 
the students, who open up with 
their issues, problems, hopes and 
dreams, as well as being available 
to parents along the way.

Sister
E L L E N

SASS GROUP OUT 
CHOPPING WOOD FOR 
LITTLE BROTHERS



Almost 30 years ago I arrived at Michigan Tech from Pulaski, WI. Nine months ear-
lier I had not even heard of Michigan Tech, and had decided to attend another uni-
versity. A Michigan Tech brochure from a high school guidance counselor changed 
my mind. This began a pattern of opportunities arriving “just in time” which has 
blessed many aspects of my life.

After arriving at Michigan Tech I went to Mass at St Al’s, mostly out of a sense of obligation. During my second year, I at-
tended Eucharistic Minister training and still remember seeing my (future) wife across the room. I introduced myself to Jen 
and started a conversation that continues to this day. After graduating I moved on to graduate school at the suggestion of a 
Michigan Tech professor. I had the opportunity to study at Northwestern University near Chicago, and Jen and I were mar-
ried a year later. Thankfully my faith slowly grew with time, but I still didn’t “get it.” My life did not principally revolve around 
Jesus, His will, and His Church. A big step came while I had my first “real job” at Ford. We had two children and wondered 
if we should have more. A friend invited us to hear a speaker at our church, 
and God’s plan was revealed to us through the talk. We were blessed with two 
more children and began to more fully trust in God and His plan for our lives. 
About six years ago a colleague invited me to consider being a professor at 
Michigan Tech. The interview, offer, and evolving career change have contained 
many blessings and opportunities. We moved back to Houghton and became 
involved at St. Al’s again. Currently, we are blessed to be on sabbatical near 
Melbourne Australia and look forward to returning to Houghton this summer. 

Be on the lookout for God’s messengers; His timing is impeccable!

Paul Sanders
A L U M N I  P R O F I L E
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